
Out of the Darknes s !
“If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness !”

Matthew 6:23

The year is 2007. I arrived home at almost midnight, after a long day of teaching both private and group
classes; the more than 15 hours of training had taken it’s toll of my energy. The last class that night had been
reserved for my advanced students in the arts. Now it was late, and I was exhausted. My wife and two children
were upstairs in bed, and I was finally alone.

I set my gym bag down in the kitchen doorway, and stepped toward the icebox to quench my thirst, when . . .
Suddenly, I stopped dead in my tracts. The hair in the back of my neck stood on end, cold chills ran all across
the surface of my body, and I realized I was not alone. A terror gripped me such as I had never known before. I
sensed a presence behind me, something big, something frightening and terribly evil !

After more than 24 years of training in the martial arts, and full-contact fighting, I had grown unafraid of
anything, human or otherwise. But now, this enormous presence which stood towering behind me, caused me to
doubt . . . I was very afraid! None of my training had prepared me for this !

Thoughts race through my mind . . . Fight or run? Combat training, and the sayings of the old masters I had
studied under flashed vividly in my memory; but I knew in that moment, to fight was futile; and to run would
have been equally as useless. What I was feeling offered no hope of victory.

Then came sounding, somewhere from deep in my memory, that Name above every other name. Jesus
(Yehushua) ! Suddenly, I fell to my knees, tears were running down my face, as it dawned upon my darkened
mind, that after decades of training under these men of renown, I was helpless !

Jesus! I knew, because I knew, He was my only Hope! That Seed which had been planted in my
heart as a child so long ago, was now reaching for the Light!

“Today there are coming into educational institutions and into the churches everywhere spiritualistic teach-
ings that undermine faith in God and in His Word.The theory that God is an essence (energy, force) pervading
all nature is received by many who profess to believe the Scriptures; but, however beautifully clothed, this
theory is a most dangerous deception. It misrepresents God and is a dishonor to His greatness and majesty. And
it surely tends not only to mislead, but to debase men. Darkness is its element, sensuality its sphere. The result
of accepting it is separation from God. And to fallen human nature this means ruin.

. . . . The spiritualistic theories concerning God make His Grace of no effect. If God is ‘an essence’ pervad-
ing all nature, then He dwells in all men; and in order to attain holiness, man has only to develop the power
within him. These theories, followed to their logical conclusion, sweep away the whole Christian economy. They
do away with the necessity for the atonement and make man his own savior. These theories regarding God
make His Word of no effect, and those who accept them are in great danger of being led finally to look upon the
whole Bible as a fiction.” - Ministry of Healing p.428-430

The Blending of Light with darkness ?

Since the 1960’s we have witnessed an explosion of new age, eastern mystical, and occult philosophies
within our western traditionally Christian culture.

Books such as The Shack; blockbuster movies such as the Star Wars series by George Lucas; the new trend
of video gaming, and even within the natural medical fields, there has been a growing presence of the



philosophies of Buddhism, Taoism, and Hinduism.

And now, over the last five years fundamental Christians are watching with horror, as the serpent is being
welcomed with open arms by many in the Emergent Church and Spiritual Formation movements ! Even within
many of our own congregations, the practice of blending Christian faith, and the Word of GOD, with the pagan
teachings of Martial Arts, Tai-chi, Qigong, and Yoga, is becoming more widely accepted. Within our schools
and churches, programs called, “Christian Karate,” “Anointed Warrior,” “YahwehYoga,” and “Christoga,”
are being introduced.

But can we just re-label the pagan arts of the far east, and expect them to be accepted by Jehovah? Can these
practices really be called Christian ?

“Beware of false prophets (those speaking under false inspiration), which come to you in sheep’s clothing
(Christian garments), but inwardly they are ravening wolves . . . Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them !”

Matthew 7:15-20

To know the Truth, we must look at the spiritual roots of the Tree. For no unclean fountain can bring forth
pure water, neither doth a pure spring bring forth bitter water (ref: James 3:10-12). The roots of all martial arts
world-wide are found at Shaolin temple, China. Although this temple was originally one of Chan (Zen) Budd-
hism, it has over the last 1000 years also incorporated more openly the philosophies of Taoism, and Hinduism.
And it is Shaolin’s stated purpose to “evangelized” and spread Chan Buddhism throughout the entire world.

Often it is said that the physical practices of the martial arts and yoga can be separated from their spiritual
roots. But is this possible? While in the Asian countries there has never been a question of the spirituality of
these fighting arts, here in the west, these practices are now being marketed under the banner of Self-defense,
Self-discipline, and Self-esteem. And it is in these that the character of the dragon is revealed. Self ! And it is
upon this foundation that all the principles of the martial arts are built. Self-exaltation and Pride.

Martial Hierarchy -
All martial styles are based on a system of ranking (or Nicolaitanism). There are many ranks of students,

ranging from white belt to red and brown; then levels of discipleship (usually black belt thru 5th degree), and
then the masters, and grandmasters. At the beginning levels, training is primarily focused on the physical
attributes and techniques; then in the intermediate levels, the student is introduced to the concept of “Chi” (Ki),
or “internal strength.”

This power or energy is first taught through breath control during kata, or forms with the “Kia !” yell so
familiar to karate styles world wide. Training then progresses through meditation and deep breathing exercises.
At the advanced levels this “energy” is channeled and focused into the demonstration of martial power; such as
breaking of boards, brick or stone. And finally, at the highest levels, this same power is used in esoteric skills
such as clairvoyance, divination, telepathy, telekinesis, astral travel, and energy healing !

At each level the student is required to submit their will to that of their guru or master. While instructor, in
turn, surrenders their will to the master or grandmaster above them. In this way a pyramid is built, a tower as in
the days of Babel, reaching once again to the heavens. Each student and teacher receives honour, rank and
inspiration (in-spirit-ation) from the spiritual powers influencing the master above him. And thus the tower is
built, each man and every brick joined in spiritual bonds unseen by the human eye !

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants (slave) ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto Righteousness !” Romans 6:16

Yin and Yang ?
This internal strength or “Chi” is based on the eastern philosophy of yin and yang; opposites but equals. It is



by bringing these 2 spiritual energies together in harmony, that man is said to achieve inner peace. Within the
Buddhist, Taoist, and Hindu religions, these mystical powers are symbolized by male and female, fire and
water, light and darkness, and heaven and earth.

Every martial practice is designed to bring these 2 opposites in union and balance with one another, thus
giving to man “god-like” abilities to control his surroundings and his fellow man. This union or joining of
forces is known as the Dao (Tao).

And it is this Dao, which is said to be the Creative Force or “god” which begat the universe. It is this
“energy” which is said by new agers, Taoist, Buddhists, Hindus, and occultists, to dwell with in all matter, both
animate and inanimate. And it is this “universal (Catholic) energy” which they strive to tap into and become one
with; thereby making themselves immortal . . . making themselves gods !

Do we not hear the voice of the serpent echoing from Eden ?
“Yea, hath God really said ?. . .Ye shall not surely die. For God (Elohim) doth know that in the day ye eat

thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil (yin and yang) ?”
Genesis 3:1-5

“When Satan has undermined faith in the Bible, he directs men to other sources for light and power. Thus he
insinuates himself. Those who turn from the plain teaching of Scripture and the convicting power of God's Holy
Spirit are inviting the control of demons. Criticism and speculation concerning the Scriptures have opened the
way for Spiritism and Theosophy -- those modernized forms of ancient heathenism--to gain a foothold even in
the professed churches of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . . Side by side with the preaching of the gospel, agencies are
at work which are but the medium of lying spirits. Many a man tampers with these merely from curiosity, but
seeing evidence of the working of a more than human power, he is lured on and on, until he is controlled by a
will stronger than his own. He cannot . . . without the power and Salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ . . . escape
from its mysterious power.” - Desire of Ages p.258

It is this fruit from the forbidden Tree, which the serpent is using to entice the people of God once again,
right on the boarders of the heavenly Caanan. For this is the ultimate goal of all the eastern healing and martial
arts . . . Enlightenment (nirvana)! Mankind is being led in preparation for the greatest deception of these final
days just before Christ Jesus’ 2nd Advent in the clouds of glory. And of this we have been faithfully warned by
the LORD through His servant. The Creator is being portrayed not as a Living Divine Being, but as an
“energy,” or “force” to be used by us, for the final step in the evolution of mankind. Ellen White spoke of this
Pantheism as it was presented in the writings of Kellogg, as the Alpha of apostasy. And she warned that the
Omega would be of a most startling nature.

““I call upon those who have been connected with these binding influences to break the yoke to which they
have long submitted, and stand as free men in Christ. Nothing but a determined effort will break the spell that
is upon them. Be not deceived; many will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines
(teachings) of devils. We have now before us the alpha of this danger.The omega will be of a most startling
nature.” - SpTB02 16.2

This theory which makes God and Christ a “non-entity” is verily the same which is now known throughout
the world a the “divine spark” within every human being; awaiting us to awaken it, through the eastern
practices of martial arts, tai-chi yoga, contemplative prayer, mantras, labyrinth walking, and other forms of
mysticism.

That which remains unrevealed until the advanced stages of training is the true meaning of this union
between “heaven and earth” (yin and yang). For it is literally the “prince of the power of the air, the spirit which
now wor-keth in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2), which is being joined to men, women, and little
children, through the practice of these occult arts. For even the word “yoga,” means to yoke, or join as one with
the hindu gods of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva the destroyer !



“There are many who shrink with horror from the thought of consulting spirit mediums, but who are attracted
by more pleasing forms of spiritism, such as the Emmanuel movement. Still others are led astray by the
teachings of Christian Science, and by the mysticism of Theosophy and otherOriental religions.

And there are not a few, even in this Christian age, who go to these healers, instead of trusting in the power
of the Living God . . . The mother, watching by the sick bed of her child, exclaims, “I can do no more! Is there
no physician who has power to restore my child?” She is told of the wonderful cures performed by some
clairvoyant (such as Edgar Cayce) or magnetic healer, and she trusts her dear one to his charge, placing it as
verily in the hand of Satan as if he were standing by her side. In many instances the future life of the child is
controlled by a satanic power, which it seems impossible to break.”

- Review & Herald, January 15, 1914 par. 11

Even if one attempts to set aside the spiritual aspects of the martial arts, we as Christians are still faced with
a great dilemma. For do we believe the Word of God, and obey it’s instructions, or do we compromise
Jehovah’s precepts, and ignore His Voice in those areas of our lives we are yet unwilling to surrender to Him?

For the Word of God says, “Thou shalt have no other gods (mighty ones) before Me (in my place) . . . thou
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve (obey) them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 3rd and 4th generation of them that hate Me.” Yet, in almost
all martial styles, you are required to bow before your superiors.

The Word of the LORD says, “And be not ye called Rabbi: for One is your Master, even Christ; and ye are
all brethren. And call no man your Father upon the earth: for One is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be
ye called masters: for One is your Master, even Christ !” Yet, within the martial arts, this title is given to
every man who achieves the rank of 6th dan or above.

And our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ says, “Resist not evil (don’t push back); but whosoever shall smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law (court), and take
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also . . . . Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you . . . that ye may be the children of your Father
which is in heaven . . . !” Matthew 5:39-45

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is
Mine, I will repay, saith the Lord !” Romans 12:19-21

Yet in the practice of martial arts (often termed “self-defense“), every student is taught that when an enemy
strikes, you are to block, and then counter. For at the moment of confrontation, the art reveals it’s true nature;
one of offense, pride, violence and retaliation.

The dragon vs. The Lamb - A Question of Character ?

And it is this spirit, the spirit of “Bushido,” which pervades all the combative arts. In the Japanese styles of
Judo, Aikido, Kendo and Jujustu, the word literally means, “the martial or warrior spirit.” And this will be the
spirit of all who follow the dragon, that first rebel who fought against the Jehovah’s Kingdom and His Son !
And to this very day, the battle rages for every man, woman, and child on planet earth. The struggle for the will
and mind of all mankind. The lines are being drawn; two great armies are being prepared for the last great battle
in the Conflict of the Ages!

““Satan delights in war, for it excites the worst passions of the soul and then sweeps into eternity its victims
steeped in vice and blood. It is his object to incite the nations to war against one another, for he can thus divert
the minds of the people from the work of preparation to stand in the day of Almighty God.”

- Great Controversy p.589



The character of Christ Jesus, and the character of Satan can be clearly seen in the life and eyes of their
followers. The Lamb of GOD - humility, self-sacrificing love, purity, patience, forgiveness, mercy and Truth;
and that of the dragon - Pride, self-exaltation, self-sufficiency, selfishness, anger, unforgiveness, violence, and
lust.

Now is the time for all our strength and talents to be used for the LORD. Thousands around us, have yet to
hear and see the Glad Tiding of Salvation through Christ. And it is for this purpose that you and I have been
called. To give the trumpet a certain sound, to proclaim with faith the Word of GOD, and the Sovereign Reign
of Christ Jesus over sin, over death, and over all the forces of darkness in this world.

The 3rd angel is ready to sound. “Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus !”

“Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of Justification (Righteousness) by faith is the third
angel's message, and I have answered, “It is the third angel's message in verity !”-- Review and Herald, April
1, 1890. (Evangelism p.190).

“None but God can subdue the pride of man's heart. We cannot save ourselves. We cannot regenerate (beget)
ourselves. In the heavenly courts there will be no song sung, Tome that loved myself, and washed myself,
redeemed myself, unto me be glory and honor, blessing and praise. But this is the keynote of the song that is
sung by many here in this world. They do not know what it means to be meek and lowly in heart; and they do
not mean to know this, if they can avoid it. The whole Gospel is comprised in learning of Christ, His meekness
and lowliness.

What is justification by faith? It is the work of God in laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for
man that which it is not in his power to do for himself.” - Testimonies to Ministers p.456

As I knelt there on our kitchen floor, the power and majesty of our LORD was revealed to me like never
before! For His Word promises us,

“Look unto Me, and be ye saved (delivered, set free, rescued, healed and made whole), all the ends of the
earth: for I Am God, and there is none else. For I have sworn by Myself, the Word is gone out of My mouth in
Righteousness, and shall not return, That unto Me every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess . . . both of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth !”

Isaiah 45:22-23, Romans 14:11 & Philippians 2:10-11

And that same Word which created the heavens, the earth, and the sea, will not return unto Him void !

For more detailed information you may contact us at: Isaiah Ministries, (423) 477-7836
or EWilson7th@gmail.com


